'If there is this nasty curve/ she suggested, 'couldn't we
walk to church? Not, of course, you and Evie, but the rest
of us might very well go on first, and that would meanjj
fewer carriages/
'One can't have ladies walking through the Market
Square. The Fussells wouldn't like it; they were awfully
particular at Charles's wedding. My - she - one of our
party was anxious to walk, and certainly the church was
just round the corner, and I shouldn't have minded; but
the Colonel made a great point of it.9
'You men shouldn't be so chivalrous,' said Margaret
thoughtfully.
'Why not?'
She knew why not, but said that she did not know. He
then announced that, unless she had anything special to
say, he must visit the wine-cellar, and they went off
together in search of Burton. Though clumsy and a little
inconvenient, Oniton was a genuine country-house. They
clattered down flagged passages, looking into room after
room, and scaring unknown maids from the performance
of obscure duties. The wedding-breakfast must be in readi-J
ness when they came back from church, and tea would be
served in the garden. The sight of so many agitated and
serious people made Margaret smile, but she reflected that
they were paid to be serious, and enjoyed being agitated.
Here were the lower wheels of the machine that was tossing
Evie up into nuptial glory. A little boy blocked their way
with pig-tails. His mind could not grasp their greatness,
and he said: *By your leave; let me pass, please.' Henry
asked him where Burton was. But the servants were so new
that they did not know one another's names. In the still-
room sat the band, who had stipulated for champagne as
part of their fee, and who were already drinking beer.
Scents of Araby came from the kitchen, mingled with cries.
Margaret knew what had happened there, for it happened
at Wickham Place* One of the wedding dishes had boiled
over, and the cook was throwing cedar-shavings to hide,
the smell. At last they came upon the butler. Henry gave'
him the keys, and handed Margaret down the cellar-stairs.
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